This course is a comparative study of modern mass media systems and will equip students with the skills to develop critical thinking and analytical skills. The course will focus on media systems in the United States, Cuba and Ghana paying attention to how the media have evolved and are structured by the political, economic, social, and cultural environments within these contexts. Students will be equipped with knowledge on theories, practices and the history of media in these countries. At the end of the course, students would have gained a better appreciation of the structure and systems of media in the U.S. and should engage with other media systems with ease. This course should help prepare you for professional work in media systems within and outside the U.S. In this course, students will be exposed to readings in theories of media systems and to academic articles using comparative methodologies to examine the structural evolution of media in tandem with countries’ transformations over time.
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